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The Circuit Rider Published February 13, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to 
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/2D2B5B9FCF6E4D5D88C2DD02BC67A8D5_2011_MississippiConference_UMC_Journal-Vol1.pdf  
to view or download.

I Corinthians 13:4-7
New International Version (NIV)
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• February 23, 2013 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at 2:30 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. at the Statewide Wesley Foundation Retreat in 
Pulaski, Mississippi.   

• February 24, 2013 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 11:00 a.m. service at Central UMC in Jackson, Mississippi.   

• February 25, 2013 (Monday) 
Bishop Swanson will lead closing worship at the African American Summit in Woodworth, Louisiana.  

• March 3, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 6 p.m. Celebration of UMC and Episcopal Covenant of Common Life at St. Peter’s By-
the-Sea Episcopal Church in Gulfport, Mississippi.  

• March 17-19, 2013 (Sunday-Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the Annual Spring Revival of White Oak UMC in Crystal Springs, Mississippi (Sunday at 2 
p.m.; Monday and Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.).

Bright Spots in the  
Midst of Destruction
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt and Jasmine Haynes

Six Mississippi United Methodist structures suffer 
damage following the tornado that moved through 
Hattiesburg on Sunday, February 10, according to Mike 
Hicks, the district superintendent of the United Meth-
odist churches in that area. This includes four churches, a community 
center and a parsonage.  Repairs are needed mainly to busted windows 
and extensive roof damage.

“The good news is that nobody died,” said Hicks, who has been com-
municating by text messaging with church leaders in locations he can-
not access because of large amounts of debris and downed power lines. 
“We’ve been trying to keep in touch with people, checking to make sure 
pastors are okay, finding out what churches are doing, what needs are 
out there and trying to respond as I can,”  he added.

The Main Street United Methodist Church was fortunate to not take 
a hit but several of its members are tending to devastation to their 
personal possessions. Pastor Vicki Hughes reports that six families have 
experienced severe damage or total loss of their home.  Like Hicks, she 
is also limited to traveling to certain areas where it is not safe.   

“We hope to be able to broaden our support to people beyond the church families but our very first thing was to get on the phone 
and call shut-ins, we have covenant care ministry and we called to check on our older people and sort of account for everybody,” 
said Hughes.  In her case, technology was a saving grace as well.  They church posted on facebook that one of their own needed 
assistance with clean up and the response was great, creating one of many bright spots in the midst of destruction.

“Everywhere you go people are spontaneously self-organizing to help clean up people’s homes... we had about ten or 15 people in 
one house and none of those people knew our church members who were affected,” said Hughes.

Tornado damage to the entrance of the  St. Paul 
UMC community center in Hattiesburg.
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While the hearts and hands of Mississippi United Methodist are at work, The Mississippi United Methodist disaster response 
leaders remind everyone of its role in times of disaster, which is long term recovery.  The best way to get involved now is to pray 
for the families affected by the storm, pray for the congregations that have been impacted and raise money for the recovery sup-
plies that will be needed.

To make a financial gift towards the Mississippi Committee on Relief (MSCOR) send checks to the MS Annual Conference office, 
indicate Mississippi Disaster Relief in the memo line. The address is 320-A Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Pictures of the tornados’ aftermath in the Hattiesburg area are on The Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook page.

Heart Stuff
By Rev. Steve Casteel, Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries

In the Casteel family this is Heart Week. Our tradition has built over years. It began 
when I met Cindy (my wife) on the day after Valentine’s Day. She baked a red velvet 
cake and invited some of us to share it (or maybe I invited myself). I knew then I  
had fallen in love at first sight. We married 6 months later. At the wedding we used  
I Corinthians 13 (the love chapter) as our scripture. We both believe that the greatest 
gift of all is love.

For this reason, we have been celebrating not only Valentine’s Day but the days around 
this time. On February 10, 2006, I had quadruple bypass surgery on my heart and 
was blessed to be released from the hospital on Valentine’s Day. Since then, we have 
referred to February 10-15 as Heart Week, a time to celebrate life and love.

This year, Heart Week includes the beginning of Lent. So, as we celebrate our love of 
life and for each other, we also celebrate our love of God and His love for us. I hope 
you will take time to think about the gifts of life and love that God has given you this 
week. We all need to take time to think about heart stuff.

Love is the source of the Power of We! Happy Heart Week!

Farewell and Welcome to Staff
Jimmy Carr, the Director of Ministerial Services of the Mississippi Conference expresses gratitude to Susan Weill who has served 
as the Administrative Assistant for Ministerial Services of the Mississippi Conference for the past five years.  Susan has given re-
markable service and touched many lives through her work with candidates for ministry and their leaders in all districts and the 
annual Conference. She looks forward to transitioning from this position to other areas of service and ministry.

Mrs. Elaine Davis, a long-time United Methodist will serve in the transition during the search for Ms. Weill’s replacement.   
Elaine is retired from the Gulf Coast Community College as counselor. During her years at GCCC she also served as Interim 
Administrative Dean as well as in enrollment management.  She and her husband Larry live in Madison. 

The Conference hopes to name a permanent hire to this full-time position by the end of June.

Local Church Administry Spring Sessions Cancelled
The Administry Training spring sessions have been cancelled due to low participation. The finance and administration office of 
the Mississippi United Methodist Conference will grant full refunds for those who made plans to attend and already paid for the 
session. For more information contact the Assistant Benefits Officer, Larry Davis at larry@mississippi-umc.org or 601-345-8222.

Mississippi Church Raising Funds for Congo, Africa Radio 
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

The St. Paul United Methodist Church of Ocean Springs is raising money to support a gospel and information radio station in 
the Republic of Congo located in Central Africa. The church’s pastor Rev. Chris Cumbest is leading the effort in honor of long-
time members of St. Paul UMC, Charles and Margaret Cooper. They are the owners of the Ocean Springs’ gospel radio station 
WOSM for the last 42 years.

Rev. Steve Casteel and wife his Cindy
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“They are just the neatest people you ever want to meet,” according to Cumbest.

Cumbest said he was attending the General Conference of the United Methodist Church last 
spring when someone from Africa made a plea for help with re-establishing a radio station 
in Congo. Because of his appreciation for WOSM, Cumbest said he was compelled to get 
involved.

“My heart was touched and my mind began to run rampant with ideas of how we may be 
able to help transform the world for Jesus Christ through a ministry like this,” he said, “It 
just clicked with me to do this knowing we had something very similar,” referring to WOSM.

So far, Cumbest and his church have raised around $8,000 since launching the project 
Christmas Eve 2012 to purchase radio equipment. Thanks to the Coopers, funding is also 
coming from the WOSM audience.

The church’s offering for the people of Congo will inform them on HIV/AIDS, hygiene, 
medicine and evangelism. St. Paul UMC is working through the United Methodist Commu-
nications Amplify Hope project to give to Congo.

Those who want to support the church with this project can send checks with “radio sta-
tion” written in the description and mail the checks to: St. Paul UMC, P.O. Box 909 Ocean 
Springs, MS 39566.

For additional information, call the St. Paul UMC at 228-875-5701.  

UM Reporting New Church Totals Increase
The General Church has received the reports of the developers and conference staff people respon-
sible for New Church Planting within the UM denomination 2008-2012 and the results are encour-
aging. The United Methodist Church has planted 680 churches (more than the projected goal of 
650) in the United States since January of 2008, which represents 409% growth over 2004-2007, 
when the denomination planted 278 churches.

The Rev. Candace M. Lewis, executive director of Path 1 New Church Starts said “We are grateful for your leadership and support 
of our denominations church planting movement. We will share more details at the upcoming Path1 Advisory Team meeting, 
March 12th in Nashville, Tennessee.” 

Still Need Money for School?   

United Methodist student loans are available for the spring term. Apply now before funds are exhausted. Go to www.gbhem.org 
for an application.

Scholarship applications are currently being accepted. To apply, all support-
ing documents must be submitted by March 5, 2013 for consideration. Please 
obtain the e-mail address of references before starting the application process. 
References will be contacted by e-mail to submit an online reference for appli-
cants. Those applying need to download a copy of their transcript to their com-
puter in order to upload the transcript with the application. The General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) application has gone 100 percent 
green! All references, transcripts and award notifications will now be paperless 
and completely electronic.

For more information about GBHEM programs visit www.gbhem.org. 

Rev. Chris Cumbest with  
Margaret Cooper, owner of 
WOSM.



First UMC Senatobia Hosts District 
Leadership Training
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communicator

On Sunday, February 10, 2013, First United Method-
ist Church Senatobia hosted the District Leadership 
Training geared to inspire and equip laity for the work 
they have been called to go forth and do in service to 
the Lord.

Reverend Jeff Switzer, the host pastor, opened the training service with a prayer and welcomed every-
one.   Then we joined together in singing “We’re Marching to Zion,” an appropriate hymn for those 
preparing themselves to serve the kingdom cause faithfully and well.

Blair Jernigan, Senatobia District Lay Leader thanked the speakers, the attendees and all who worked 
to make the workshop a success.  He read Ecclesiastes 4:9 about two workers being better than one.  
Then he shared Romans 8:28 which teaches that “all things work together for good to them who are the 
called according to His purpose.”   

Jernigan talked about these truths being evident as on Saturday, February 9, 2013, when approximately 
75 people cleared the lot for the new location of the Hispanic mission.  He asked what would happen 
if laity all came together of one heart and one soul, and all 82 churches in the district had one heart 
and one mind.  He prayed that God would help everyone be of one heart and one mind in service.  
Jernigan asked us to open the channel of communication, to learn about the work of each of the 82 
churches, to help the other churches when needed and to work together to accomplish amazing things 
for God in the Senatobia District.

Bruce Howell, Senatobia District United Methodist Men (UMM) President, encouraged all Method-
ist men to attend and get the word out about the UMM event “Calling all Men!” which will be led by 
Bishop James Swanson, Sr., at Camp Lake Stephens on February 15, 2013.  Men may register for this 
event on the conference web page.

Richard Sadler shared news about the Lay Servant Training in Hernando on February 23.  He also shared 
more news of the work being done by Rev. Goyo De la Cruz and his wife, Rev. Luz Campos, in the minis-
try of the Iglesia Cristiana.  There is a great need for this ministry, and your help is needed in the way of 
prayers, helping with projects and financial support.

Edna Cave, Senatobia District United Methodist Women (UMW) President, spoke of the generosity of 
the UMW, and the impact of their work here and around the world.  She called on every church to have 
a UMW group and asked women to attend the Batesville UMS “Day Apart scheduled for March 16.

Rev. Andrew Ray, Senatobia District Superintendent, spoke of the fellowship and achievement as many 
gathered to work together on Saturday for the Hispanic mission.  The work was also a witness to those 
in the area as evidenced by the mother in a trailer park who sent her little girl to the worksite to find out 
more about what was being done.  Rev. Ray stated that we cannot simply rely on a church sign to let oth-
ers know about our churches.  He also stated, “We can no longer stay inside the walls. We have got to knock on doors.”

Maben Methodist ‘Souper Bowl’ Lunch
On Sunday morning, February 3, Maben United Methodist Church in the Starkville 
District did not forget it was Super Bowl Sunday.

Beginning with Rev. Scarlett Shepperd’s 11:00 a.m. sermon on “Real Love,” the theme 
continued into a ‘Souper Bowl’ lunch in the fellowship hall.

Rev.  Shepperd and her husband, Tim provided two pots of homemade soup, and mem-
bers brought crackers, cornbread, salads and many deserts. The members also brought 
canned foods and jars of honey for a donation to The Society of Saint Andrews along 
with $300.
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Rev. Scarlett  Shepperd, and Mrs.  Pat 
Harpole getting soup ready.

Bruce Howell,  
Senatobia District 

UMM President

Edna Cave,  
Senatobia District 
UMW President



Starkville Methodist Churches Have Pulpit Swap Sunday   

The old saying “while the cat is away, the mice will play” did not have meaning at all on Sunday at two United Methodist churches 
in the Starkville District.  The United Methodist Church has a program called Pulpit Swap. “We just do it to shake things up and 
to give the congregations a little diversity in speakers,” said Rev. Larry Haggard, pastor of Flower Ridge UMC. 

Rev. Haggard swapped pulpits with Rev. Scarlet Shepperd, pastor of Maben UMC and former lay servant at Flower Ridge UMC.  
Rev. Shepperd has been Rev. Haggard’s mentee since she answered the call to ministry.  Sunday was a rainy day and some mem-
bers were out because of illness, but there was a fair attendance at both churches.  

In addition to Rev. Larry Haggard being the guest preacher at Maben UMC, Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson, Starkville District Superin-
tendent attended also.  

Rev. Larry Haggard delivered a most interesting sermon. Rev. Haggard began his message with a story of a Methodist pastor who 
noticed his District Superintendent in the congregation on one of his regular visits.  Rev. Haggard said this pastor was a little 
nervous and in his sermon he quoted The Book of Noah three or four times.  The people of Flower Ridge UMC must have had a 
happy homecoming with their own Rev. Shepperd there to preach for them.  It was a happy experience for both churches.

Saturday Morning Soul Care  
Offered February 16
Saturday Morning Soul Care is an opportunity for 
busy people who are “...worried and distracted by many 
things” to seek balance in their lives.  Through medita-
tion on a gospel story (Luke 10:38-42), prayer, silence 
and sharing insights with others, participants in this 
morning retreat will identify stressors, release them to God and listen for divine guidance.

Rev. Sherry Johnson is the associate director of the Center for Ministry at Millsaps College. Rev. Johnson is certified in spiritual 
formation by the United Methodist Church and offers retreat leadership as well as one on one spiritual direction.

The class meeting will be held from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. The cost is $30. To register, call the Department of Continuing Educa-
tion of Millsaps College at 601-974-1130 or register online by going to  
https://secure.millsaps.edu/conted/enrichment_online_form.htm. 

Lay and Servant Ministries School   
The East and West Jackson Districts of the Mississippi Methodist Conference will hold its Lay Servant Ministries School on Satur-
day, March 9, 2013. The deadline to register is February 27, 2013.

It will be held at Broadmeadow UMC in Jackson and will begin with registration at 7:30 a.m. and will close at 4:30 p.m. with 
communion.  The cost is $30 per person which includes the text book and a meal.  The classes and teachers are:

• Basic: LaToya Redd and Martin Butler
• The Christian Small-Group Leader: Karen Brown
• Living our United Methodist Beliefs: Rev. Keith Keeton
• In Ministry with Boomers and Beyond: Rev. Daniel Herring

For questions, call Richard Henley at 601-940-8087.

6th Annual Mississippi Kids Count  
Summit Planned for February 22    

The Mississippi Kids Count Summit brings together stakeholders from around the state. With both a profes-
sional and youth track, this one-day conference is filled with opportunities to connect with participants 
across Mississippi, share challenges unique to our communities and learn from state and national leaders 
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about current resources available to ensure sustainable local impact. Learn more visiting  
http://www.ssrc.msstate.edu/mskidscount/index.htm. 

Located in Jackson, the 2013 Summit speakers and breakout sessions are sure to provide useful 
resources to build your own next steps action plan. Plenary speaker, Wes Moore, is a national 
bestselling author who will share his personal experiences and professional passions about the 
importance of community-based leadership in reaching out and empowering youth.

Please note that for each adult who brings a youth (grades 9-12), the registration fee for that 
youth will be waived.  

Camp Lake Stephens Adult Trip Scheduled for April 2 - 4
Camp Lake Stephens is pleased to offer an overnight trip for older adults to historic Mobile, Alabama. They will be traveling the 
first week of April, which is prime azalea blooming time at Bellingrath Gardens. A good bit of time will be spent at Bellingrath 
Gardens touring the home, the gardens and going on a Riverboat ride down the Fowl River to see unique wildlife and birding 
habitats. Plans include eating wonderful seafood, visiting the Mobile Museum and learning about United Methodism in the area.  

Ed Woodall (retired United Methodist Pastor and former Director of Camp Lake Stephens) will be the tour guide and will lead 
devotional times.

For information visit the Camp Lake Stephens website at http://camplakestephens.com/adult-events/.

Poplar Head UMC Offers Mission Opportunity
The mission team of Poplar Head UMC (Saucier, Mississippi) is returning to Estelí, Nicaragua and seeking additional team mem-
bers.  The work is two-fold:  we will continue construction work on a Methodist Church and provide Bible School activities for 
the more than 100 children.  The work does not require experienced labor.  The dates are March 29, 2013 through April 7, 2013. 

The total cost of the trip including airfare, food, lodging, and building supplies is $1,600 per person.  Anyone interested should 
call Wayne Jones at 228-596-5480, Theresa Jones at 228-263-6789 or Debbie Davis at 228-860-8565.

GROW! Parenting Conference  

Parenting is not one-size-fits-all; it’s all about context. The context of the modern 
world we live in (hint: it’s not your parents’ world!); the context of raising boys vs. rais-
ing girls (it’s like two different planets), and the context of what stage of growth your 
child is in.

Great parents adapt to meet the needs of their child wherever he or she is, while always 
holding on to the central goal of raising a unique, Christ-centered, mature man or 
woman. 

Parents, grandparents and anyone who cares about raising Godly young people are 
welcome to attend!

Register by going to http://www.christunitedjxn.org/growconference. Childcare is 
available upon request through registration.

• Session 1: Grow! Teens 12:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. (Parents of 6th-12th graders) Meal Available
• Session 2: Grow! Kids 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. (Parents of 1st-5th graders) Light Snacks Available

Cost is $15 per session or $25 for both. Contact Rhonda Berry for additional information at 601-914-7142.

Conference leaders, Sissy Goff, David Thomas and Melissa Trevathan will be leading two sessions on February 24, at Christ 
United Methodist Church, for parents of 1st - 12th Graders. Their most recent book release will be in March, Intentional Parent-
ing, other titles include: Raising Boys and Girls, The Back Door to Your Teen’s Heart, All You Need To Know About Raising Girls, and 
Wild Things - The Art of Nurturing Boys. 
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Wes Moore

Left to right: Sissy Goff, David 
Thomas and Melissa Trevathan



Upcoming Events at Camp Wesley Pines
Camp Wesley Pines will host the Junior High Winter Xtreme on February 22-24. Crystal Springs UMC Youth Director, Jana Jobe 
will be the speaker and the band is composed of Delta State University students. 

Please contact us for more information at 601-892-2341 or wpprogram@wildblue.net.

Online registration for summer camps at Wesley Pines is currently open. A discount of 15% is effective through the end of Febru-
ary. Log onto our website at www.wesleypines.com for more information or call the office at 601-892-2341.

Camp Wesley Pines is accepting applications for summer camp counselors and counselors in training through March 1. More 
information and application forms are available at the Camp Wesley Pines website or by calling the office at 601-892-2341. 

Cares & Concerns
Mrs. Mary Lee Belfor, mother of Mrs. Landry H. 
Hearn of Holly Springs (Asbury UMC) passed away 
recently.  Funeral service was held Sunday, Febru-
ary 10, 2013 in Hudsonville, Mississippi.   Please keep 
the Hearn and Belfor families in your thoughts and 
prayers.

Please keep in prayer Cathy Farmer, former Director 
of Communications for the Memphis Annual Conference. Her mother Florence Mae Brown Allison, age 89, passed away on, 
Tuesday, February 5, 2013.

Mrs. Nelda Bailey, widow of Rev. J. Leo Bailey and mother of Rev. Jamie Bailey of the Scooba - Binnsville Charge was recently 
admitted to Anderson Regional Medical Center for treatment of a potentially serious intestinal issue.  Mrs. Bailey is also recover-
ing from a stroke suffered in December.

Reverend Brenda Cager, currently serving Thirkield UMC in the Brookhaven District, is in University of Mississippi Medical 
Center recovering from surgery.  Please be in prayer for Rev. Cager during this time of illness and recovery.  

Methodist Tested Recipes
Cookie Cake 
2 rolls chocolate chip cookie dough
3 eggs
1 cup sugar
2  8-oz. packages cream cheese, softened

Spread one roll of cookie dough in bottom of greased 9x13-inch pan. Mix eggs, sugar and cream cheese. Pour over dough. 
Spread second roll of dough over the cheese mixture. Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes.

 – By Trisha Jordan Weeks in “A Taste of Heaven” published by Jackson Street UMC in Brookhaven

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the 
next issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the 
day before distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit 
Rider, so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!
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Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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